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Course overview

Mission:  

“to provide training, practice, and feedback in conducting evangelistic 
discussion groups in a neighborhood or workplace environment”



Evangelism

Our Mission:  

“To provide repeated opportunities for every man, woman, and child to hear, 
understand, and respond to the good news of Jesus Christ.”



Our Method

Provide structured opportunities for the people God has placed in our lives 
to hear the teaching of the bible and the gospel story and to allow them to 
ask questions, share their experience, and be cared for.



1 Peter 3:14-15
But even if you should suffer for righteousness 'sake, you will be blessed. Have 
no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as 
holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect… 

Any contrasts?



1 Peter 3:14-15
But even if you should suffer for righteousness 'sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of 
them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness and respect… 

1) Being prepared to answer the questions of those who ask you about your hope. 

-Assumes your hope is evident. 

-This will happen in the context of a structured bible discussion. 

-You must be prepared to answer. 

-How would you answer?



Being Prepared to Give an Answer

Why are you convinced that Christianity is true? 

How has Christ impacted and changed you?



How We are to Answer

“With gentleness and respect…” 

Every culture is offended by some teaching of Christianity.   

How are we to address our culture’s offenses with gentleness and respect?



Some General Guidance

Affirm whatever you can. 

See Paul’s example in Acts 17:22-33 

State Christianity’s teaching succinctly and clearly. 

If you feel unprepared to answer, don’t.  Tell your questioner that you would 
like to consider their question and get back to them.



Getting to the Gospel

The gospel is the goal of all we are doing in these seminars.  Apologetics is 
a means so that you can get to the gospel.  Apologetics is not the goal. 

No matter what method of structure you choose, your mission is to get to 
the gospel. 

So, what is the gospel?  What constitutes sharing the gospel?



The Gospel of Jesus Christ

Identity 

Mission 

Call



What is the Gospel: Identity
Who is Jesus? 

Reminds me of his questions to Peter: “Who do men say I am?  Who do you 
say I am?” 

He is God. 

He has authority over all things, including your life. 

He is all powerful, and therefore lacks nothing in exercising his authority. 

He is Man.



What is the gospel: Idenity

He is Man. 

He gets you (c.f. Psalm 139) 

He understands you. 

He knows you. 

He sympathizes with you.



What is the gospel: Mission

Why did Jesus Come? 

Jesus came to die in our place and remove our guilt so that we can be 
part of his eternal kingdom both now and in the age to come, enjoying 
life with him forever. 

2 Corinthians 5:19: “in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, 
not counting their trespasses against them…”



What is the Gospel: Call

Jesus calls everyone to follow him, to receive his salvation, and to become 
his disciple.   

There is a cost. 

How do you respond to his call?



Reminder of the BLESS roadmap

Begin with Prayer 

Listen 

Eat With 

Serve 

Share



Homework for this week.

How would I answer a 1 Peter 3:15 question?  Prepare such an answer. 

Who am I praying for to be part of a group like this? 

Invite (2) people to coffee/lunch so that you can listen & eat with them.


